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Pope Francis calls on Christians worldwide to combat 

coronavirus pandemic with midday prayer on March 25: 

Pope Francis has called on the leaders of all the Christian 

churches, communities and confessions worldwide, as 

well as Christians everywhere, to join together in praying 

the Our Father on March 25 to implore God to rid the 

world of the coronavirus pandemic that is wreaking havoc 

everywhere. 

He also said that he would lead a prayer service from the front of St. Peter’s Basilica on 

March 27 and afterwards would offer a blessing “Urbi et Orbi”— “to the city of Rome and 

the world”—with the Blessed Sacrament.  

Francis announced these two prayer events after midday on Sunday, March 22, after reciting 

the Angelus from the library in the Vatican’s Apostolic Palace, where he usually meets heads 

of state, religious leaders and distinguished persons. 

“In these days of trial, as humanity trembles at the threat of the [coronavirus] pandemic, I 

would propose that all Christians join their voices together to heaven,” Francis told a virtual 

audience following on Vatican News Media. 

 

From Father James Martin, S.J., America Magazine website:  

Faith in the time of Coronavirus: 

The coronavirus pandemic is confusing and frightening for hundreds of millions of people. 
That is not surprising. Many around the world are sick and many others have died. Unless 
the situation changes dramatically, many more will fall ill and die around the globe. This 
crisis raises serious medical, ethical and logistical questions. But it raises additional 
questions for people of faith. So I would like to offer some advice from the Christian 
tradition, Ignatian spirituality and my own experience. 
Resist panic. This is not to say there is no reason to be concerned, or that we should ignore 
the sound advice of medical professionals and public health experts. But panic and fear are 
not from God. Calm and hope are. And it is possible to respond to a crisis seriously and 
deliberately while maintaining an inner sense of calm and hope.   
St. Ignatius Loyola, the founder of the Jesuits, often talked about two forces in our interior 
lives: one that draws us toward God and the other away from God. The one that draws us 
away from God, which he labeled the evil spirit, “causes gnawing anxiety, saddens and sets 
up obstacles. In this way it unsettles people by false reasons aimed at preventing their 
progress.” Sound familiar? Don’t lend credence to lies or rumors or give in to panic. Trust 
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what medical experts tell you, not those who fear monger. There is a reason they call Satan 
the “Prince of Lies.” 
Panic, by confusing and frightening you, pulls you away from the help God wants to give 
you. It is not coming from God. What is coming from God? St. Ignatius tells us: God’s spirit 
“stirs up courage and strength, consolations, inspirations and tranquility.”  So trust in the 
calm and hope you feel. That is the voice to listen to. 
 
“Do not be afraid!” as Jesus said many times. 
 
Pray: Catholic churches around the world are closing, with Masses and other parish 
services cancelled by many bishops. These are prudent and necessary measures designed 
to keep people healthy. But they come at some cost: For many people, this removes one of 
the most consoling parts of their lives—the Mass and the Eucharist—and isolates them 
even more from the community at a time when they most need support.  
What can one do instead? Well, there are many televised and livestreamed Masses 
available, as well as ones broadcast on the radio. But even if you can’t find one, you can  
pray on your own. When you do, remember that you’re still part of a community. There is 
also the longstanding tradition in our church of receiving a “spiritual communion,” when, if 
you cannot participate in the Mass in person, you unite yourself with God in prayer.  
And be creative. You can meditate on the Sunday Gospel on your own, consult  a Bible 
commentary about the readings, gather your family to talk about the Gospel or call friends 
and share your experiences of how God is present to you, even in the midst of a crisis. The 
persecuted Christians in the early church prayed and shared their faith in the catacombs, 
and we can do the same. Remember that Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there among them” (Mt. 18:20). Remember too that the church is not a 
building. It is the community. 

Trust that God is with you. Many people, especially 
those who are sick, may feel a sense of isolation that 
compounds their fear. And many of us, even if we’re not 
infected, will know people who are sick and even die. So 
most will naturally ask: Why is this happening? 
There is no satisfactory answer to that question, which at 
its core is the question of why suffering exists, something 
that saints and theologians have pondered over the centuries. In the end, it is the greatest 
of mysteries. And the question is: Can you believe in a God that you don’t understand? 
At the same time, we know that Jesus understands our suffering and accompanies us in the 
most intimate of ways. Remember that during his public ministry Jesus spent a great deal 
of time with those who were sick. And before modern medicine, almost any infection could 
kill you. Thus, lifespans were short: only 30 or 40 years. In other words, Jesus knew the 
world of illness. 
Jesus, then, understands all the fears and worries that you have. Jesus understands you, not 
only because he is divine and understands all things but because he is human and 
experienced all things. Go to him in prayer. And trust that he hears you and is with you.  
Trust in my prayers, too. We will move through this together, with God’s help.  
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Arc Isle Workday: 

On March 10, 2020, several Knights helped clear brush from several areas at Arc Isle.  Much of 

the area had been grown up with underbrush and mimosa trees.  We cleared several trailer loads 

of limbs and vines from a corner of the property and a ditch near the adjacent property line, all 

the way to the lake.   
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                       Jody Dvorak, Joe Reyna, Joe Giompoletti, Rick Dwyer, John                            

Steinhaus and Bob Koch after a long day of fighting briars!  Please ignore 

visible bellies – objects in photo are smaller than they appear! Photo taken by 

George Purifoy 

 

 

Corporate Communions: 

Corporate Communions will be held on the FIRST Sunday of each MONTH.  Knights and 

their families should sit together at each of the Masses, at each of the Churches that our Council 

serves.  Look for the signs and reserved sections at Mass. Hopefully, this will resume in May!    

 

Rummage Sales have currently been postponed; they will NOT be April 17/18 and April 

24/25, 2020 as originally scheduled.   

 

Put up Flag Holidays: Meet at Calvary Cemetery at 7:00 a.m. to raise the flags and 4:00 p.m. 

to lower them.  Cancelled in event of rain.   

May 24, 2020: Memorial Day 

June 14, 2020: Flag Day 

July 4, 2020: Independence Day 

September 7, 2020: Labor Day 



 

Happy Birthday!  Birthdays this month:  

Kenneth Bloch: April 1 

Jim Reiter: April 1 

J Bart Newman: April 2 

Celso Zarate: April 6 

Don Sass: April 12 

Greg Bishop: April 14 

Brian Charles: April 14 

Samuel Tooke: April 14 

Bob Bournival: April 17 

Deacon Leland Lechner: April 18 

Charles Pitts: April 20 

Vicente Gonzalez: April 22 

Nolan Bramlett: April 25 

Joe Kanopsic: April 26 

Mark Chunn: April 27 

David Meeks: April 29 

 

How you can HELP! 

• To help with flags, show up at 7:00 a.m. sharp at Calvary Cemetery on Greenwood 

Avenue.  It only takes about 10 minutes to put up 24 American flags to celebrate the 

holiday.  For information, call Don Sass 767-2780 or Joe Kanopsic 262-5829. 

• To help with Exemplification teams, call Larry Nieman 520-1300, Newton White 622-

0191 or Joe Kanopsic 262-5829. 

• To assist with any part of the Rummage Sales, call Jim Lockwood 525-7022. 

• To help cook spaghetti for the Bazaar, call Joe Giompoletti 767-8292. 

• To assist with Corporate Communion at St. John’s, call Kevin Touhy 752-2509.   

• To assist with Corporate Communion at St. Mary’s, call Charlie Cook 262-5413 or Andy 

Anderson 425-9368.  
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